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DI SMANTLED I N MULTI - DI STRI CT TAKEDOW

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced the indictnment of 15
menbers of an international heroin and cocaine trafficking
organi zati on responsible for the inportation and distribution of
several mllion dollars worth of narcotics per nonth. The
i ndi ctments announced today mark the cul m nation of a nine-nonth
joint effort by |law enforcenent authorities in the United States
and Col onbia that has resulted in the arrests of dozens of
narcotics traffickers operating primarily in the Northeastern
United States, Puerto Rico, and Col onbi a.

Those indicted in the Southern District of New York
i ncl ude Medel I'in, Col onbi a-based defendants BALMORE DE JESUS
ESCOBAR GUTI ERREZ, al/k/a “Jesus,” alk/a “Chucho,” and LU S

GU LLERMO SALAZAR-DI EZ, al/k/a “El Flaco,” who are alleged to be



responsi ble for inporting heroin and cocaine into the United
States for distribution by New York-based nmenbers of the
organi zation. It is further alleged that the New York-based
menbers of the organi zation used vehicles fitted with
sophi sticated hidden conpartnents to transport nulti-kilogram
guantities of narcotics to distributors in smaller cities
i ncludi ng Buffal o, New York; Springfield, Massachusetts;
Hartford, Connecticut; and Provi dence, Rhode Island.

The New Yor k- based def endants include LU S MANUEL
REI NOSO, a/k/a “Fernando,” JUAN CASTILLO, al/k/a “Frank,” alk/a
“El Pequeno,” WLLIAM CASTILLO a/k/a “WIlmar,” JOHN PEREI RA,
a/ k/a “Johnny,” MAURI Cl O CORREA, a/k/a “Mauro,” DAN EL MARTI NEZ,
a/ k/a “Danny,” G OVANNI BETANCES, a/k/a “Jovan,” JOSE POLANCO
alk/a “Fat Joe,” FRANCI SCO LORA, a/k/a "“Frank,” EDWN SANCHEZ,
and GERALDO GARCI A- LEONARDO

The I ndi ctnents announced today are part of Operation
Deja Vu, a collaborative effort by the Drug Enforcenent
Adm ni stration (DEA), United States Custons Service (USCS), the
Col onbi an National Police, United States Attorney’s Ofices in
eight judicial districts, and a host of state and |local |aw
enforcenment agencies. A total of 67 defendants have been
arrested as part of the takedown of Operation Deja Vu, including
13 of the 15 defendants indicted in the Southern District of New

Yor k. In addition, |aw enforcement authorities have seized



approximately $7 mllion worth of heroin and cocai ne and $438, 420
in US. currency.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of all of the donestic |aw
enf orcenent agencies involved in Qperation Deja Vu and the
cooperation and assi stance of the Col onbi an National Police.

Assi stant United States Attorneys JOSHUA A. LEVI NE,

ANI RUDH BANSAL and ERI C SNYDER are in charge of the prosecution
in the Southern District of New York, which is under the
direction of the Organized Crinme Drug Enforcenent Task Force
(“ OCDETF") .
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